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safe from detection. Many and ingenious expedients
were devised by receivers to hoodwink the guards.
A favourite ruse was to conceal a parcel of hashish in
the load of a military lorry, and permit the driver to
become their unconscious accessory.
Widely spread as the hashish habit is in Egypt, the
fine physique of the inhabitants suggests that in
moderation its practice cannot be very harmful to
health. Unhappily, a victim of the habit too often
inclines to excess. Desire becomes craving, and the
dose which satisfied him once does so no more. Unable
to award adequate punishment, the Egyptian Govern-
ment has been powerless to repress the trade. The
purveyor and the receiver snap their fingers at the
risks of detection : for the Capitulations forbid the
infliction of a heavier penalty than a fine calculated
upon the value of the cargo seized. The new conditions
offered the Commander-in-Chief an excuse to inter-
vene. Under a proclamation issued on the yth July
1916 he declared the importation and possession of
hashish to be offences against martial law, and de-
fined substantial punishments for disobedience of the
military order. A fine of .£1,000, or a term of im-
prisonment of five years, was no laughing matter, and
the most audacious smuggler hesitated to accept the
risk. The proclamation was extraordinarily effective.
Hashish, which had dropped in value to nearly the
pre-war cost, rose immediately, and remained at a
figure which placed the drug beyond the reach of the
poorer class of consumer.
The phrasing of some of the proclamations issued by
General Maxwell bore trace of the hand of the amateur
draftsman. Economy of words is commendable, no
doubt, in all public documents: but the advantage
may be bought too dearly if clarity is sacrificed, or
if some aspect of the subject passes unnoticed. Only
a mind trained in law can avoid the first difficulty, or

